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Waurier Roving Rrparien

{Sevand in a Series of Arlh-lm)l

PRESTON COBB JR.
..« sentenced to death

Gov. Ernest Vandiver has prom-
ised dwat he would order a stay
of execution 1o give the (Georgin
legislature a chance (o change

MONTICLLO, Ga.--There are| the law which allows persons 14
NOW soMme Very grine doubis i,,, Years obd uand up o he execuled.

this repurter” mind - ard those of
quiet o few other. --that young
Preston Coub Jr.. 15, actually
DID kilt Frunk Coleman Dumas.
T0-year-old  white  farmer  Jast
Junse 1.« Cobb has reporiedly
gaid he did.  ‘These doubls have
avisen because this bizarre case
IS a erazy crussword puzzie of
illogical inconsistencies.

Even while Ocmuigre Superim
Court Judge George S, Carpenter :
4 studying briefs already sub~l
muted and awaiting others 10!
come, young Cobbh ix in the finej
maxiinum  securily  jail at Mil
ledgeville -the fifth jail he bas
heen in dwring the mad swhirl
that saw” him get the death sen.
tence last Aug. 10 here. Geotgia

COBB'S “HOME"' — In this
shock lived young Preston
Cobb Jr., one of nine children
of Mrs. Lethia Cobb. who
weont to Atlanta to enlist he.p
from the NAACP for her son.

BUT MEANWHILE, cven the
counsel for Cobb - Atiys. Donald

| L. Hollowell and Hurace T. Wird

of Atlanta - ave among thuse wio
cannotl  Sce  any  consistency
Cubb's reported admission.  Touw
many thing don’'t make sense
Primarily, there is the guestion
of motive, and a4 mere argument
about svme fish doesn't niake
enough cause for a murder.
There was considerable specu-
lation that there may have been
some relationship belween the
dead man and young Cobb's
mother, attraclive Mrs. Lethia
Cobb.  Mrs. Cobb dispelied that
possibility in answering a poimed
quesdon  put tv her by Cthe
Courier:
“Had My

Dumas ever- bveen

COBB'S SISTER, Willie Mae,
who lives in Atlanta, is shown
efter the new {frial hearing
for doomed Presion Cobb Jr.,
ot Miliedgeville, Ga.—Ander-

son Photo

COBB'S KIN — This is one of
Preston Cobb's sisters, and
h:s youngest brother, on the
porch of their “'home," on the

_Dumas place in Hilisboro, Ga.

fresh wathy you or (ried (o ke

passes at you, Vs Cobh™

HER ANSWLER was clear ad
concise: “No s He neves was
fresh with e ond he had always
stayved s s prace Heocursed
a good it but that was s way
and everyuody siew that.”

Mrs. Cobiv sanl she had only
been Jiving on the Dumas place
for fowr yeats, altitongin she was
Lorn s rewred g Jusper Cottne
1y, Sive deser her son one
of nine dhildie:s g8 Ta quiet boy.”
She suan! b hosd vever given her
uny  treuble, ot thuan onee
when he had thrown away soine
of the smalier children's tungs.

‘Ihe mother, who s now in an
all-out - fight 1o save her sons
life, said 1the youth made good
grades in schoul. where he went
as far as the pth grade before
stopping in February, “960.  She

saitl Prolessar Payne, prinapal
of the schoui i Jie wr County
‘Trait toiad neser had

Iy

s Prestor I

COBB'S MOTHER ~ M.
Lethia Cobb is now in an all
out fight to seve her son from
death, evern a: grave doubts
of his actual guilt invade the
minds of some observers.—
Anderson Phoio

e had, be o hadopeover
abour 31, she sauid
[] -
COBB AR i reported (o hove
Wrillen o delter 1o o velative, ace
vording  to o member of  the
tamity, and an tnar detter he ye-
povtediy wrote: "' going 10 el
< whole sty
What 18 “live whole  story?”
Not oo many believe his admis.

lait hey

-sion of guilt, [or severa) reasons.

First of all, he reportedly 10ld

deputy  sheriffs he shet Mr.
Dumus with o rifle and  then

lifted the man's body into the
rear of the Dumas station-wagon,
where .hc Juid it on top of a
spare tire,

Try v reconcile that with the
fact thist Cobh weighs only 132
pounds at the most, and the deal
mae Was o 20-pounder! How
could be have lified him alone
without help” |1 doesn't add up,

Furthermmore, ut his trial young
Cobb in his own unsworn state
ment saii he shot Mr. Dumas
with & pistol. A deputy sherift
said he wibd him he shot him
with i riflhe. Where is the pistol?
Cabb said he borrowed his hroth-
er’s pistol. Whid happened 1o i1,

[ ]

ACCORIMNG 10 the (eftimony
i

HEE H IS «ofr

ol

-t
pit the body of the dewd mare m

vout: Cobb okl him an the ol
Jackson, Gae where i had
‘The
o

o diteh alonpside a ol
sheritt siid - b dispatebed
deputies W the spot and they
fitiled 1o jocate the body.  ‘The
body  was found by the dead
nan’s son trank Colemuan
Dumas Jdr. whe found the spot
on the tust (ry, ceven though
there  wias no  testoinony that
vouny Cobl bidd told him where
the body was .

Too. what arcownts for the jre
vended against o Macon television
news cameraman and commenta-
tor whe wis taking pictures at
the Cobb o shaek on the Dumas’
farm”  Ex-Alarine Corps Lieut.
John Robinson, white, of WMAZ-
TV. Macon, told The Courier,
Mrs. Dumas had attacked him
with o broomstick, cursed at him
and had broken his camera when
she canwe to the Cobly place,
where he was taking pictures.
He is not the wille photgrapher

MRS. COBB AND FRIENDS~
Preston Cobb's mother, Mrs.
Lethia Cobb (center), chats
with two Dutch friends who
came from Holland to inter.
cede for Cobb. They are Mrs.
S. T. Diemes-Lindeboom and
Dr. B. W. Van Houten.

mentinned
week.

1 The Courier Jast

[]

11 YOUNG Cobb s “taking the
rap” for somebody else, then he
certainly seems to have heen well
covered  with  pressure from
sumewhere. Young Marshall Eu.
gene Tinsley, n Negro friend of
Cobb who was with him during
the nizht the pair drove aimlessly
around an area of some 50 miles -
or more, testified that he and’
Cobb rode hy the place where the
body was found “three times":
during that night and young
Cobb never mentioned to him he-
had killed anybody, or had had’
any trouble. That was strange |
conduct. :
Mrs. Cobb said that was lhci

MRS. LETHIA COBB
. . « doomed box's mother

only Ume Freston bad ever staved
away fron. home ali night

1t i a erazy mixed up patiern
of events. aard to piece togethe:
and hard to understand. beeiuse

HEARING SITE — This ztately
columned court house in Mill-
edgeville, Ga., was the scene
of the new trial hearing for
Preston Cobb Jr., doomed

Monticello, Ga.. boy.—Ander-
son Photo

there are Solne unreasoiibie
things in the pattern. s Pres
ton Cobh Ir. shielkling someonr
even At the rizk of his life? Jf
so, why?  And who?

-

THE BOY has been in five juils
sinee his arrest.  He has been
Jailed at Monticello. Gray. Jack
son, Reidsville, and now it in
Milledgeville. Ilis lawyer, Attor-
ney Hollowell, told Judge Car-
penter that the boy was & notl-
too-bright kid who had never
had any dealings with the law
and Kknew nothing about such
things. and who had been in such
8 whirl that he was hound to be
a confused kid.

Judge Carpenter held the heai-
ing in open court, and received
the legal arguments in & frank
and open manner. After the hear-
ig he talked for several minutes
with two cltizens of Holland. who
had come to America to inter
vene for Cobh. They were Dr.
B. W. Van Houten, judge ot
Children’s Court at Arnheim, and
Mrs. S, T. Diemer-Lindeboom, A
member of the Rotterdam board
of supervisors, They also talked
wilh he boy's mother.

[

(Continnd Next Week)
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